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' mmtml Partert

#1is is the 26th szmms, ¥e sre in the Office of Waval Zem rds :
- and Ilbrery sod $this 1s Lieutenant Porter introdneing Busign ¥, K. londaderg,
Q-ﬁwﬁpﬁuq Qf the DR FREUERICK ¢, DAVIS, ;

Tnsign m&u%w .,

The morning of the B4%h of April 1045, the DAVIS was stesming in Mne
with & nueber of other Die sbout 400 miles nerthwest of the Assres, onm whag
amounted %0 & lavge barrier sweep of the central psrd of the north Atlamtie
for the purpese of pieking up, interceptiag, & large sumber of Germsn U-bonts
valeh were Xuswn S0 have been coming ascrcss the Atlantic towards the States,
The walch on the DAVIS had besn relieved at U745 that morning, the sen vak
fairly rough and on thie day, ss on msny cthers, the crew was mere or lasse
sleeping in, as many as wers po% on watch and for that resson our essualtien
wers nod e great as they night bave Yees.

The subsarine was picked up at ﬁw’c 0830 Gt mmu ané the Offioer
ef the Deck, sfter he had told ke Cantain of the contasod, gave right standard
rodder and went afier the subnexime, As we understand 1% the submarine skiypar
wae Lrying o get threagh our soreen of siiips in ordsr %o get at what he
thought would Be & saryier. He thought we were soreening something, sad ws
ohme Sround, be s us coning sreund, or ke must huwve heard us or sonsthiag,
at any rate he decided thad 1% wss silher ue ur him sad so he teok us,

fhe torpeds wan fived at & rauge of sbout 680 yards frem our psrt how
aad it hit ab 08340 the time st shich I was:aslesp pereemally, and At hit mboud
frame 61, vhich i¢ im the, Bel, wiich is the forward spgins room. Now, that
explosion which rewulted wns seen Ss Blest through doth sides of ‘the ship,
Both pert and starboayd sifies, snd the explesion went up all the way threugh
the bridge syaa, After that guite a pall of wacke wns seen 10 g0 vp. *he
saet fell down and & large muober of noaple Wa&ﬂy were killed fnstactly,
sepesially in the brifge aren.

Kr, Bip, Hr. Andsvson sad ayself, weve slesping back aft, We weke up,
got sub of tha passage there, ¥e began dogeing down doors back aft. Ve 4lds's



knew exacily where the demuges wos, from the way ths shiy wns $ilting we
realized that she wae goling dowa rather quickly, ee we went up fepside snd
from sy first imprassion wp there was 1% Just didn't sesn possidle that this
thing had bappensd $o us. But the ship bad cnved dowe right iz the siddle .
there, was golng, sinking down rathsr repidly snd we a1l began cheoking depth
shavges,

There were guile & few men ranning around, putting over 1ife rafis, life
nete, and finelly after, oh, I'E say sbout nine nimntes, the water hsd coms
up %o the snd ef the deok houow there and it wos necessary for us i go over
the side, I astepped 1nte the water, I imegine 1V was sbout twe feel frem the
deck to the wnter, the plece that I went off and T swas on§ ts one of the 1ife
rafts.

I% was rather crowded b the time, ¥e had %o Sake tmvne Bolding esto i
rafy, und ve had quite s bit% of AifTfioulity helding onte these rafts bDegouse
they hawvs Just handies for a uen o ged himsalf on thege refts with,

Finally oue of the depth charpes went off. 1 vas in thewater at the iliue,
snd 1 had & rather severe pais in my stonash, it felt se if xy insides were
- bedng Swisted sround, iax# that was the enly charge that we fall.

Afjer that we sore or less hung onts the raft watil we got Lo within sufsty,
Just an the shiy wes souing alengaide us %o piok us uwe, I sere o lsss falnted
or something, a thing which hapoesed t0 s let of men vhen they resliszed they
ware nekr safely snd the next ¥hing 1 kuew, Iwinnbwk&nmmmm,
whish yiekn& ga6t of suy sen up.

Bow we hove a let of infevestion which w‘n £ot%hon second bBand from
interviewing the nesberys of sur srev sad ns suchwe oantt bs sure thet it s
scourate iu a1l detaily but from vwhal ve kuow, the crew back af§, in the afyer
1iving souces; get out alnset unkarmed, 5 lavze number of men were sledping
beak aft sY the time, They wers sble to gt up, absndon ship. There wors us
srdere glven vwer the mua na&mm system) all the officers on the bridge
wers killed imsiediately, soparently. V¥e tried to orgeaise $hings = 11ttls bib
back afé bub the ehip was @Mng down st Test that we werea't sble to weoomplish
saything sthar than s retber mw satting sf vater Sight intezrity m m
and mmng the & th charges. I think that's all Just Tor mow. :

Mmtmt Porters
&nnﬁaw, what wse w gmmitiog o5 bonrd shiﬁt
- Eusign mmetgz '

I was the Assietant Hmt Lleutensnk nnd Daskge Centrol Mﬂa&h 3t e
sy rogreb $hat we @uldn'é de more in the way of danage contrel on that ahip
than we M4, ¥e vere slveys afratd of getting kit by an socustie dorpede Vet-
woun ouy propellers snd those of vy whs slept beck afi wers always wondering
about that snd every night we went 10 bed we had te more or lsss pray surselves
5 sleep, dut we were sll surprised thet the torpeds hit where it 814,
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¥e'ad ﬂa&é &1l sur glmu. HOTH ¥ hsa, to Sake & torveds aft. We were pretty
sare we oould gave the ship if that happesed, but the ship was mot &t 84 et
the time £t wes siruck, meat sf the cemter compariments flooded very quiokly,
and the shiy juat went down, we had o leave u i{n sbout nine aim&u sl it
mab; in adout 18 or 1% Mﬁmm.. .

Mmm% Porder:

A Yas thie & vekelens torseds or was 1% seen ’bsfm it m& the ship as far
© BE yoa'w hoardt .

Ensign mm:m

Ho repord wes uads of anyone seeing the serpeds., In additise ve hal the
sound gear tralned right on the sabaarine st o rangs of G50 years, bearing
- adout 0BO true Which ix on our port dow, snd the sound man whe weuld hows hesrd
 and reporied nolses $¥ he hud heard soy, Just M&n's hesr say. He muffersd
considerable loss of mesmory, hels & surviver, tut he resesbars that he &1da'y
hear asy torpeds noisse, ¥e wers handiocepped gite a bit by the pressnce of
- fax~dop pest, ~Mn’h NOTE OF Mﬂ fonled up our m&um anﬂtiw mm& £Oar.

The ter:wie var sonarenily & very large one, because the Blust effect
wng terrifie, It Blew the Officer of the Deck sll the wy off the flping brides,
way up in $he alr snd swer the fyent of the sound shask doun $6 numbsr twe gun,
¥e 41407 % know whal happeusd to the Capiain, he may have besm blows clsar inte
the water as was thes messenger w8 vae on watsh up em the bridge, but MHe,
Hinerd who was déwe la CIC was the only man who got out of there alive, He was
leaning over the DET at the time 2nd spparsntly S1dn'$ go up the way sverybody
else must of %o hit the asiling., He wes knooked out and barely got off the
ship, The water wes up %6 ihe level of the eignal bridge, whieh wust be 25
. fouk a’bwa the water, whes he gst off,

‘i‘»ry few nen gob off the foyward pary of thq ship, m hedge hog ovew

was standing by to five hedge hogs at 0840 vhen $he torpede hig, But hw borp-
odo got us bvefore we could get the subnarine and thoss mex on the hedge h@gn,
led by Mr. Downing, vho uafortusately 4id not swrvive the experience in thw
unter, they were sble %o rescue seversl men from the forward part of the fivee ;
wiatform deck, They sles went in sad tried to floed one of the magasines %y
controls wh iéh were loosted nesy the ward reom. %They were unsble %o &» mts« .
They noticed that the wardroon was esapletely fall of flames, thay hsard ns
sounds in thave, Appavrently sverybody in the wardroom wes killed instantanes
sugly. Golsy vho was eur Osypenterts Mate en doard, veni past the wardeoos,
mm in, he couldn't mee moch but mﬁ bud ht 414 notlce t!mt tkc m&

klﬁmWWﬁ%ﬁ@mmt‘EM\v

ﬁmmak. eur Bostewsinte Hate, and p:m:a.uy the ruggedest nmax en the ﬁsig,
wae Gown in the mees hell, after sess hall st ths $ime the torpefo hit, snd
that wae enly one compartssnt avay fros whore the torpeds 414 sirike, He
miveoulously was blown up the hatoh, zot sub somehow and got over $he side,
wae able %o swim with the ald of sonme of bhis conrades, notably Exstein, vhe
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814 ooy mﬂn. thay got to the USS FLUEREY, iave, Hotsevok was in mtm
bad shave, He wse the moat seversly tmm of ocuy men Shat &4 survive,

Host of our injuries were leg injuries snd hesd injuries, & man wuld have
le loge sather severcly compresssd, broken end then zo wy end hit the overhsed,
#ad for thit veason, I'm afrald that & lot of mes never csme %o, they never
- new vhad hit thes, mumm ,

Iloutenant Partart

. Po you mind spelling the nmme of sons of these peeple youlve sentioned,
¥he office in £10, sad the msn with Yhe hedge hogs, sad the othersy

Bngign mww

Kr. mmm wis the efficer in charge of t!w hedge m:. His nsme i»
soelled DOW N Y § O, MNr, Winerd, 5i I ¥ Z B D, wes plotting In $16, ss wae
Nr. Astrin, A5 ¥ X I N, He 414 sot survive 3he Wiset spparently, %he Osntain,
- Tlentenant Jomes R, Croehy, CB 0 8 B ¥, was en the flying bridge, as was
Tdeutensnt (Jg) Mo Whorder, K ¢ W HORTE B, He wae the officer $hst wan
blowa down to the musber two gun, The ether sfficers spparently wers m aam
in the mmm &t the tim and wust Bave bosn killed (netantly,

!ﬁum*a Hate Hanmook, his nase is smpelled EARC G C X, The w-- :
pentir's Bate who saw the wardvsos was Golay, 0 0 5 4 Y.  One of the Chiefs
coming out of Chief's gquarters; ineidentelly, noue of the Ohiefs survived %mt
hlast with the excepbion of Chief Celling, CO R L I § 8, the Onmner'e Kats
Chief, he gol out of the Chiefst guarters, Had %o o wp & ved bolt isdder tumﬁz
B8 Sycaps mﬂla end he sles séw fhe confition of the warivees there,

Lisutennut ?w::.
fme! tne ship ge down in the form of & *T*Y
Xnaign W%ugs

Tes s&r, ze Brake fn really %wo yimu One shont fma 81, Ynat was ﬂwm ’
the torpsds m;aam&tlr Bl snd that'e shers 1% suet have broken in twe,

Yo &a&im the tov¥pede  wus golug w8 about & doptd of ten fest, Vs a&m’t
- Bave s draft of wore then 13 foot ab $he moat and mpparently hiv right adout
the keel there, the ship cellzpsed right in tbs center, Thers were alse largs
cracics sbond frame 100 wiioh was mosy the passagewsy, the aldwshive passagewny
there, I csn't understand that, bubt Henotck who god out of the after mess hall
recmibered o sumber of &ntalls: He said that s uliheads $o the forward
engine vHak wers Blows dren, he euld ses in there, he could see through the
4dsck which haud been blewe w and down inte the OI0 resn. He saw i} :‘as&m‘
out of the dlessl oil everflew nipes, There were fires down there &mw&&mﬂl@u
e sav & nusbey of the sess sooks try 4o go wp the port hateh bub sppavently
Shey were killed right sftsr thay, He somohow was blown wp She stavboard



1sdder there, Ye bad no survivers from the living oompes - forunrd of thal,
One of the men that ves cliesning muite aways w forwerd in im srew's hond, hai
locksd the door snd wee luside of the hesd, The dsnr was blown off 1t'e hinges
and he mansged $0 geb out of there, but you can ses thot She blast was very
terrifie m!.i thronghout that pert of the ship, 1 thisk one of the reasons that
- blast 4iante effect us suymove aft was that we had sxpausion Joints st sbout

- frame 1 ond abouwt freme 90 sy URs, snd I think they task culle & B of the

- shoek, The mas it the after lving cospartments, some of thes wers thrown sut

az thatr mﬁm. but I think Lthey were nhh " get muh mmﬁ wash

!.ta Fnrtaﬂ ‘

L TH tm,s mﬂ ym gvsi o5 8 mahr mﬁ?

| Eneign w«mw

Yes nn'. xt wie & floater rafy, Ve nwi mm W tmm The Yeys
. wers very obdm, We bad ome fnjured mam, ¥illiwme, Y IL L T AK 8, V. B,, he
- wes an engineer, Tut the Days were xll very cslm, sud they weres't upset tos
W by the depth oharge explosion. Y¥e wers shls 9 get the rescus, I think
. we wers yescusd in about & half huur, seybe a listle Wit lenger, Some of She
, m on the other rafts got hysterical, In some caser the rafis wers $Suemod
"gver. 0F csurse gne or tus mem wore lewt st those times. A1l the mew were &n
rathor wemkensd condidion by that time, Yhey had periods vhes they'd just loss
eonsciounnuss entirely, snd st that $ime 4t wae very sagy forthes to flost away,
. especially {f their othey somrades wers ou¥, tev. We ksow from the veporss
- from the other ships thet thers were some sharks arsund there, we &1dn'd mm/
it 2t the tize becesss 5 & texpersture of ¢ue wvater i sbout 55 degress sud
we wers Tairly sconfident that we'@ be pioked wp sz we ssw these other s ‘sﬁw
ing around there in $he sch baxding for us, Ve d14n't kmow how leng M’& N.
¥ Just Mﬁ %hty wonldn®t bave %o azw any chaygos noRy Be.

&iﬁsam& Faﬁws

off,
Emiga &W’ngt

" ﬁaﬂ any of the nem W '&y say of the depth smmu wmm you said mﬁ

I'm stma that ?éniur yome at them were smmz by 1%, bub s Ve m
fignre it out, it wes & dsplh charge that droke looss frem itx arbor and ssnk
down %5 sBout B00 fest and then went off nol¥ Decausce of oy depth setling, Wab
- beoause s eharge like that will go off st tnat depth anywey, due %6 {he pressurs
on the ksang sn the eutside mi the mak onn, !

We 21dn*t itke the fosling of it umemny. & mw ¢f us M z t&ink
we had minor isternal injuries, $hose of the survivors, but 1 41dn®§ hear of
suydaly thet 814 survive heving & prest &Qa}, of trouble sith that,

1
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- Lieutensnt kim :
This is Mr, Eip, the Division Badie Specislist Officer, spesking,

. I'4 Just Bean stoard the DAYIS for a wesk, 1'd gone over %o fix some
radar gesr and hadn't beoome Acqusinied with the ship yet snd 1t was quite

8 surprise 40 me vhen we got tervedosd. The morning of the Z4th of April 1
was aslesp back aft wvith Me, lundeberg snd Hr. Andersen, had & long midewatch
the night 'bafam,m‘m@ bad ceme back %o vake us up,

At 0B40 the torpeds Bi%, Back in the after quarters, the decrs came out
of the cabinets, there wae & grest denl of broken gluss around, oll the lights
were out, asad it was rather difficul$ to oriest yourself ab first, 1 den't

know how long £t would have taken me, but fortunately Mr, Iundeburg ;mas vhers
the awr m an& h& vade w bes-1ine for it. :

4 utw wﬁ inte tha pREsAgewRy Bad saw Rr,mwbarg and other ﬁmhu
of the repair party depging Soun hatshes, 1 vae Jusk dressed o ny sciewy shisd
and sborts myself, oo I decided 174 Better go back and yut scmelhing waraer en, .
Une of the repalr party, Heos, an Blectriciants Hate had a flashlight se va -
went 'mm tmﬁmr inte the after Whu snd I picked up some me. and

1 ﬂmﬁ temiﬁa snd thers 4dn't seem %0 be any chunce of saving t&a sfiip ,
st 8ll., It wes bryeken in the center and sppsared to be slaking fas$. Thers
was not & grent deal of panic back on the feateil, & fev budly wounded men ceme
back there, Their faces wors blsckened from being burmed, but as I vemesbey

most of them had 1ife jsckets sn snd they'd been Salen cure of by the mss at '
the ez'em :

Ye muse& that st the 4ime 1f one of the dspth charges wvent off i.t ml&
mean the end of overybody, sv sone of ne stayed back and checked the depth
charges.,  We vere sngaged in this when the ahiy tosk & m@m Iurch m& ﬁam&
t becons more sud move wertical,

1 msfm&mﬁ the ship wae golng %o turs upslide down ot us, 69 imﬁ
over the side. 1 swam te & yaft and Found Nr, Iundeberg on it with mite » few
othar man, Thers vere & couple of wounded men on 1%, snd there wasn't vary
‘much room, #¢ I moved onto & flonter net on which there was only one max, Just
#s 1 resched the flester net one of the dspth charges went off, so ‘Ehiu ﬁ‘&h&f
men, Mmtu, snd syself olinbed wp on the flosber net.

- Ve tmﬁ on the flsaber net for abont 15 minutes, ihen one of the ae‘aws -
shipe in the division came through the ares of the survivers as 1f Shey were
intending $o pick us up., They Lired empty depth charge cases %o which were
attached lines, the obisect belng that the lines would Be thrown out frow the
ghip shout 200 feet sod that the survivors eould get one and be pulled & the
shin, Just es they fired thoune empty depth sharge ceses, however, they picked
up sound contact en the Usboat se they hed o go im on the attsck. :
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mmmﬁtmmmpm@m rrivoye was Yhe BAYTER, The

BAYSEE hove to end starbed to 4rifé down on us sad when 1% got olove anough |
I trisd to moke & svim for 48, I got te the HAYZSE, they threw ne & life :
ringand I put wy sim throngh the life ngm& nmsswémwa«&m |
- thatte 811 I resenber yntil I wie up in o boak in the warfveon shaking very

magh from shock Yut othervize feoling fine, The MAYTFERNg cyew, as i mm‘hat,
vers very, very kind and very, wery hespitcble., They 414 everything they !
possibly could for ue, cheering ues wp net helping us slsng with & does of
brandy hers and there, and Lt wago®t lonz Befors mest of the ers hed |
rscovered to sormal,

The mm gave w tve mh senpartnents of the crew's quariers %o the
sarvivers, ALl the survivers wers back there resuperating. - Some of then
quite badly wounded, 1 remsaber therc were some mes ss She FATTEN who had #e |
provisus sxgerience fn first sid Yl whe were dolng an exesilent Job in sdaine
fstering Blcod plesss tu the weunded. I «las Bave fo give & groat des) of \
eredit tu Doster HeXay, the dsclor abosrd the HAYTER, vho worked to the liaté
of nis capacity to sxve the men who were badly mma and whe were dying, ‘ |

Ky nase Lo B, P, Kip, !n!»?. tms dzatey on m E&m is Pootor Bel-Xak¥,

Shorbly aﬁw the DAVIS was terpedoed the FLANERTY pxakeﬁ ww stund mmhat
oh th8 submarine. The subsarine made =1l serts ﬁ! wvasive facticy sad senk § ‘
& Septh of BOO fast. At thie dopth sound contuot was wery naor, echues ware
Blurry, not woll defined snd 1% wvar s very &iffionls Job $o make attacks on bey,
Brory kind of atisck kmowm $6 the Atlantie ?lsw was usds m& Y emxpie af 3ew
anes Lo,

Straight wzsﬁeks wers madé with magmetic eharges, orseping abitacke were
made with sne whip, tws shipg, and thyes ships is = lime, 1% wan sort of 1ike
& football geme whers you have three or four first tesus, Twe shins weuld
work oz the subsarine and vhen they had expendsd thely depth charges sr were
exhaupted tus mevs ships would be ealled ia, I lwnmw there were 1z ihi?t
val ting to wrk e that submaring, '

mxvg gne stm some of the Wﬁiie @k&tg@ﬁ mt off 2nd had the Assired
effeot on the subumarine, Althsugh they 434 mob injure 1% oritically they were
wbls 45 5pSR WP the nesms, cause leaks and 85 eripples the submarime thet Lt had
$o coma to & shallower depth of 00 feet. When 1t resched the dephh of 200 Yoot
AHRTY made & hefge hog ua on the mud and wes shle te it the forvard
mmam“.%s with & bedge hog. This flosdef the forwerd comparimenis snd the
sabnarine hod %o core to the surface. The surviwers on the subsarine, 1 underw
grand, sbarndoned ship bBefore the syubrarine reached the swrface, they cmae up 0
the surfeos in monsson lungs. f¢ soom ae the subuaring yeeched th e surface
1% was engaged witn wery heuvy gunfire by o sany ships Iu the éﬁ.ﬁmxm 7 ]
poasible i had s clesr ’&m on which %o fire m

This firing continned amil the shbmarine sank, The sareivera of the sab-
sarine wers roscued Yy various ghxgm in the divielon sad weve taloenm ints perd
% be intervogated,

ﬁ'r?«



Lisutenant Porters
Con Fou 1dantify the subzarine?
.-‘a‘-iuuméml Kfpr
'faa* mt sabnsrine was the U«5aB,
Lieutsnant Pomr;
DAd the BATEZR have sny part in the sinking?
Iieutenant Fips

¥e sir, sha hed mo pary in the sisicing, She spent all her time resculng
survivors. She was In quits s bit of denger in doing thie,  Bhe hove fo apd
had 26 motion on sad she would have besn & very sasy darzet for a torpede,
At one time they 414 Gelieve inat & torpeds had bean fived, The FLARERZY
repsrted over TBB, "Stand Y for & toypsde®, The BAYYER, st tnis point was
Just resouling survivers frem the water, snd sose of her mmvmﬂ hed sulte &
reugh tine of it temporarily when some of the reseuing pardy wers ik & gread
resh %o reach Shely battle stations. They Jjust drepped the suwrrivors where
they were and hesded for Saeiy batile stations.





